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Note: Annual increases should not be budgeted into NIH proposals, as per the agency’s 
guidelines. NSF has a cap of 2 months allowable per year.
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Not allowable for OTPS costs are alcohol, food outside travel (ex: food for lab participants or 
meetings), and entertainment. 
 
Sub-awards  
Typical sub-award situations include arrangements in which two (or more) qualifying legal 
entities/institutions are working collaboratively on a grant project. Sub-award agreements are 
made in the form of a legally binding agreement, generated by the prime awardee, which is also 
referred to as the lead organization. If a PI intends to include a sub


