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communities. Social workers understand methods of identifying, analyzing, and implementing 

evidence-informed interventions and participate in interprofessional collaboration to achieve 

client and constituency goals. Social workers facilitate effective transitions and endings.  

 

Social workers:  

a. engage with clients and constituencies to critically choose and implement culturally 

responsive, evidence-

https://yeshiva.tk20.com/campustoolshighered/start.do
/wurzweiler/msw/assessment
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

 

At the end of the semester, students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 

 

1. Deploy a range of social work skills to engage individuals, organizations, and 

communities in community practice; 

2. Apply social work skills to advance human rights and social, racial, economic, and 

environmental justice 

3. Use oral and written communication skills to advance community change efforts; 

4. Design a strategy to identify key decision-makers in creating social change; 

5. Plan and implement appropriate tactics to create community change; 

6. Develop plans to access and use financial resources in community practice; and 

7. Appropriately use evaluation and termination in community practice. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

 

Class sessions include lectures (using the delivery method appropriate to the course) that follow 

the progression of the course outline.  Discussions focus on lecture content, reading assignments, 

current events relevant to community practice and student experiences in the field. A variety of 

techniques, including group exercises, audio-visual presentations and guest speakers may be 

used. Students in this class in any format (asynchronously, synchronously online via Zoom, or in 

person) will participate in online discussions in Canvas in order to meet the required contact 

hours for the course. 

 

Students are expected to complete all assigned readings on time, attend class in person or 

complete lecture modules online, and participate knowledgeably in class discussions.   

 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND GRADING 

 

Students are expected to complete the assignments described below. Rubrics are provided for 

class engagement and written assignments, and more detail about all assignments can be found in 

Canvas. 

 

Each assignment will be due as described below. More details can be found in Canvas. 
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Final Grading Scale: 

A= 94-100    A-= 90-93     B+= 87-89       B= 83-86     B-=80-82     C+= 75-79    C=70-74  F<70 

 

Course Assignments  

 
Class Engagement  

Class participation includes active participation during class time for students who are taking 

class in person or synchronously via zoom, as well as participation in additional interactive 

online activities throughout the semester (roughly 45-60 minutes per week in addition to class 

time).  To make the most of this time, students should expect to complete all reading in advance 

of the class period, and to come to class prepared to ask questions, help other students with 

challenges, and discuss that week’s topic. Please consult the class engagement rubric at the end 

of this syllabus for more information. 
 

Community Intervention Plan 
Last semester, students developed a plan for intervention within a community.  This semester 
they will continue that plan through a discussion of community change targets and tactics and 
connection to human rights. This assignment serves as the midterm assignment for the semester. 
Please consult the description and

https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319685878
https://www.socialworkers.org/�鶹��/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English
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Other required readings are available as electronic reserve articles from the YU Library or via 

Canvas. Students are expected to complete all assigned readings on time.  

http://www.yu.edu/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/
http://www.yu.edu/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/
/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/Students/Intake%20Form%206%205%2013.pdf


/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/doc-guidelines/
/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/doc-guidelines/
http://yulib002.mc.yu.edu:2262/er.php
https://library.yu.edu/home
mailto:gross@yu.edu
http://www.yu.edu/libraries/online_resources.asp
https://library.yu.edu/OffCampusAccess
mailto:gross@yu.edu
mailto:ereserves@yu.edu
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have Adobe Acrobat Reader software. You can download it FREE at 

www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 

 

PLAGIARISM 

All written work submitted by students is to be their own. Ideas and concepts that are the work 

of others must be cited with proper attribution. The use of the written works of others that is 

submitted as one's own constitutes plagiarism and is a violation of academic standards. The 

School will not condone plagiarism in any form and will impose sanctions to acts of 

plagiarism. A student who presents someone else's work as his or her own work is stealing 

from the authors or persons who did the original thinking and writing. Plagiarism occurs when 

a student directly copies another's work without citation; when a student paraphrases major 

aspects of another's work without citation; and when a student combines the work of different 

authors into a new statement without reference to those authors. It is also plagiarism to use the 

ideas and/or work of another student and present them a

ho

file:///C:/Users/gross/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O7HQN1WN/www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.plagtracker.com/
http://www.plagium.com/
http://www.plagscan.com/seesources/
http://www.duplichecker.com/
/ferpa
http://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources_and_Services/Standards_and_Policies/Drug%20and%20Alcohol%20Policy%206.28.16.pdf


/sites/default/files/inline-files/revised%20Title%20IX%20Policy%20%28April%202018%29.pdf
/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Information_Technology/Home/�鶹��%20University%20Student%20Technology%20Resources%20Use%20Handbook.pdf


https://apastyle.apa.org/products/publication-manual-7th-edition-introduction.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/02615479.2020.1841153
https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swz023
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights


https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/39688/download?wrap=1
https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/39688/download?wrap=1
https://doi.org/10.7202/1064659ar
https://doi.org/10.1080/10705422.2022.2033376


https://buffer.com/library/infographic-makers/
https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/24289/download?wrap=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23713332
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42972-022-00070-5
https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305118807911
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Lane & Pritzker, Chapter 15: Political Social Work Careers and Leadership: From Jane Addams 

to You! 

 

Readings for Week 14: 

Harrigan, M. P., Fauri, D. P., & Netting, F. E. (1998). Termination: Extending the concept for 

macro social work practice. Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare, 25, 61-80. 

https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol25/iss4/5 

  

https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/jssw/vol25/iss4/5


14 

 

ASSIGNMENT DETAILS 

 

Community Intervention Plan 

Last semester, you developed a plan for intervention within a community.  This semester you 

will continue that plan through a discussion of community change targets and tactics. This 

assignment serves as the midterm assignment for the semester. Please consult the written 

assignment rubric before submitting your assignment. 

 

Using the steps outlined in Chapter 5 of the text, revisit the community practice project you 

began last semester. As a reminder, this is a project that helps to change something at the 

community level. It could be an effort to change policy, get client feedback to the agency, 

change agency policy, raise awareness of an issue, etc. Readings for this semester and chapters 

5-9 of the textbook should be a helpful resource for this assignment. 

 

Section 1, Purpose and Goals (1-2 pages): 

This section describes the overall purpose and goals of your project.  Revising or adding to what 

you wrote last semester, describe 1) the specific purpose of the change effort and 2) the long-

term, intermediate, and short-term goals of the change effort.  The goals listed should be 

SMART goals.  Consider how you will know whether your plan was successful. 

 

Section 2, Human Rights  (1-2 pages): 

Last semester, you connected your community intervention plan to social work values and ethics. 

This semester, you will connect it to human rights.  Read through the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and related reading in unit 2 and choose at least one of the articles in the 

Declaration that connects to your plan’s overall purpose.  Describe the connection between the 

plan and that particular human right. 

 

Section 3, Targets and Tactics (3-5 pages): 

This section describes the process you would use to implement your project.  First, describe a 

minimum of 5 key players who can make this change happen OR can help you access the people 

who can make this change happen.  Include detail about who the players are, what types of 

formal or informal power they have, and potential ways to access them to influence 

them.  
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The literature review for your study should include a minimum of 8 primary sources that are 

related to your chosen topic. The majority of these sources should come from peer-reviewed 

journals.  Using these sources, identify and provide the historical and current context of your 

chosen topic.  Your sources will show who has studied this topic and from how many different 

points of view. 

Explore all of the following areas in your literature review 

¶ Research 

¶ Policy  

¶ Values and Ethics  

¶ Cultural Diversity  

¶ HBSE (theoretical) framework 

¶ Practice frameworks/interventions 

 

3. Integration of Field Education Learning (2-3 pages) 

Analyze a case example from your field placement.  This can be at any level, including an 

individual client, group, or community). Describe how the different areas of your MSW 

education (HBSE, Cultural Diversity, Values & Ethics, Policy, Research and Practice with client 

systems) informed your understanding of this case and topic. 

  

4. Discussion (1-2 pages) 

Answer the following questions in paragraph form: 

¶ How has this paper deepened your understanding of this topic? 

¶ Looking back on your MSW education, what shifts do you detect in yourself, and your 

approach as a professional MSW? 

5. Conclusion (1 page) 

Summarize the key findings and conceptual takeaways of your capstone paper. 

  

References 

 

Notes: 
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CLASS ENGAGEMENT RUBRIC 

 Advanced Competence  

(A= 94-100; A- = 90-

93) 

High 

Competence  

(B+ = 87-89; 

B= 83-86) 

Fair 

Competence 

(B-=80-82; C+ 

= 75-79)  

Pre- Competence  

(C=70-74 F<74) 

Class 

Participation  

Contributes to class 

discussions by raising 

thoughtful questions, 

analyzing relevant 

issues, building on 

others’ ideas, 

synthesizing across 

readings and 

discussions, expanding 

the class’ perspective, 

and appropriately 

challenging 

assumptions and 

perspectives 

Attends class 

regularly and 

sometimes 

contributes to 

the discussion 

in the 

aforementioned 

ways.  

Attends class 

regularly but 

rarely 

contributes to 

the discussion in 

the 

aforementioned 

ways. 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

 

 Advanced 

Competence  

(A= 94-100; A- = 

90-93) 

High 

Competence  

(B+ = 87-89; B= 

83-86) 

Fair Competence 

(B-=80-82; C+ = 

75-79)  

Pre- Competence  

(C=70-74 F<74) 

Intro & 

conclusion  

 

The intro guides 

the reader 

smoothly and 

logically into the 
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some opposing 

views considered. 

articulate 

opposing 

viewpoints. 

discussion and the 

literature. 

Organization 

& Clarity 

 

Organization is 

logical and 

apparent with 

connections 

among 

paragraphs 

clearly 

articulated. 

Transitions 

between 

paragraphs are 

smooth. Wording 

is unambiguous. 

Sentence 

structure is clear. 

Organization is 

logical and 

apparent, but 

transitions 

between 

paragraphs are 

not consistently 

smooth; all but a 

few paragraphs 

connect with 

clarity. Paper is 

unambiguous. 

Sentence 

structure is 

mostly clear.  

Organization can 

only be discerned 

with effort. Not 

all parts of the 

paper fit the 

organizational 

structure. There is 

no logical 

connection 

between many 

paragraphs. 

Wording is 

ambiguous 

Sentence structure 

confusing.  

Organization of the 

paper as a whole is not 

logical or discernable. 

Throughout the paper, 

wording is ambiguous. 

Sentence structure is 

consistently confusing. 

 

 

Mechanics Paper is 

formatted well. 

Grammar is 

perfect. Quotes 

are all properly 

attributed and 

cited.  

Minor spelling or 

grammatical 

errors. Quotes are 

all properly 

attributed and 

cited. 

Many spelling and 

grammatical 

errors. In a few 

places, quotes are 

not attributed and 

cited. 

Paper is sloppy. Quotes 

are frequently not 

attributed or improperly 

cited. 
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synthesizes key 

points suggesting 

perspectives 

relevant to the 

theme. 

synthesizes key 

points.   

conclusion 

restates the same 

points as the intro 

paragraph without 

reframing. 

Literature 

Review 

Literature 

supporting central 

points is detailed 

and well-chosen. 

The discussion 

and literature are 

integrated with 

some opposing 

views considered. 

Literature 

supporting 

central points is 

well chosen, but 

somewhat weak. 

The discussion 

and literature 

articulate 

opposing 

viewpoints. 

There are minimal 

citations and the 

literature chosen 

is not particularly 

relevant. There is 

little connection 

between the 

discussion and the 

literature. 

There are few citations 

and the literature 

chosen is not relevant 

to the discussion 

 

Integration 

of Field 

Education 

Learning 

Paper goes 

beyond the 

assignment 

exploring the 

topic with depth.  

The paper 

included a strong 

case example that 

integrated the 

different areas of 

the MSW 

education.  

Paper fully meets 

the parameters of 

the assignment 

but does not 

exceed them. 

Paper included a 

good case 

example and 

integrated some 

of the different 

areas of the 

MSW education.  

 

Paper does not 

address some 

aspects of the 

assignment. 

Paper does not address 

the assignment, and 

demonstrates a very 

basic understanding of 

social work principles. 

Content & 

depth of 

analysis 

Paper goes 

beyond the 

assignment 

exploring the 

topic with depth. 

Paper shows a 

strong grasp of 

social work 

principles; with 

clear integration 

of theory and 

practice.  

Paper fully meets 

the parameters of 




