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ideas, data, illustrative material, or statements of someone else, without full and proper 
acknowledgment, and presenting them as one’s own. Please just simply remember to cite 
your work.  
 
Students with disabilities who are enrolled in this course and who will be requesting 
documented disability-related accommodations should make an appointment with the 
Office of Disability Services, rkohn1@yu.edu during the first week of class.  Once you 
have been approved for accommodations, contact me to ensure the successful 
implementation of those accommodations. 
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GRADING		
!
25%:	Class	Attendance	and	Participation	
25%:	Readings	Essay	Questions		
20%:	Paper	
30%:	Final					
!
Merchant	of	Venice	
	
M+,!13%)A$G&!1A)D,!$%!5+E/$27!/G#7&!13!)3E!41&2G&&1$3!$%!*+,!+1&*$#E!$%!W3*1=5,A1*1&A!
13!LG#$9,I!E,*!,6,3!)&!R,-&!+)6,!#1D+*/E!)34!#$0G&*/E!2#1*121Q,4!*+,!9/)EH!*+,E!+)6,!
)/&$!G*1/1Q,4! 1*!)&!)!&9#13D0$)#4!%$#! %)&213)*13D! 13*,//,2*G)/!#,%/,2*1$3&B! ! !P3,!$%! *+,!
A$&*!13*,#,&*13D!R,-1&+!#,)2*1$3&!*$!*+,!9/)E!-)&!*+)*!$%!*+,!D#,)*!5+/$A$!X$&,%!Y,613H!
-+$!-)&!13&91#,4!*$!G*1/1Q,!*+,!2$3*#)2*!0,*-,,3!5+E/$27!)34!W3*$31$!*$!#,%/,2*!$3!
*+,!3)*G#,!$%!9,#&$3)/!)G*$3$AE!13!R,-1&+!/)-B!!P*+,#&!+)6,!0,,3!A$*16)*,4!0E!*+,!
9/)E!*$!3$*!$3/E!9$13*!$G*!*+,!2)/GA31,&!13!5+)7,&9,)#,8&!4,&2#19*1$3!$%!R,-&H!0G*!*$!
#,,F)A13,! *+,! R,-1&+! 3$*1$3! $%! tzedek,	 )! 9$/1*12)/! )34! A$#)/! 2$32,9*! *+)*! 4,%1,&!
)**,A9*&!*$!)22G#)*,/E!*#)3&/)*,!1*B!!M+,!%$//$-13D!SG,&*1$3&!-1//!0,!2$3&14,#,4!)&!-,!
&*G4E!*+,!9/)E'! !.$-!4$,&!5+)7,&9,)#,!A1&#,9#,&,3*!*+,!R,-1&+!G34,#&*)3413D&!$%!
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#,/)*1$3&+19!0,*-,,3!mishpat!)34!tzedakahZ!!!V+)*!1&!*+,!010/12)/!4,%131*1$3!$%!tzedek,	
)34!+$-! 1&! *+)*!A)31%,&*! 13! *+,!M)/AG412! 2$32,9*1$3! $%!peshara?	 	W#,! *+,#,! *#G/E!
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()#T$#1,!a)#0,#H!Shakespeare	After	AllH!%$G34!+,#,H!_(,#2+)3*!$%!],312,`!
M$3E!M)33,#H!Prefaces	to	ShakespeareH!%$G34!+,#,H!_(,#2+)3*!$%!],312,`!
.)#$/4!N/$$AH!Shakespeare:	the	Invention	of	the	HumanH!%$G34!+,#,H!_(,#2+)3*!$%!
],312,`!
b,3T1!X$&+13$H!A	Thousand	Times	More	Fair:	What	Shakespeare’s	Plays	teach	us	about	
Justice,	%$G34!+,#,H!_(,#2+)3*!$%!],312,`!!
R)A,&!5+)91#$H!5+)7,&9,)#,!)34!*+,!R,-&H!_W!"$G34!$%!c/,&+`!!
W//)3!N/$$AH!Shakespeare	and	PoliticsH!_(,#2+)3*!$%!],312,`!!
!
!
For	Guest	Lectures	by	Meir	Soloveichik	
DevarimH!&,/,2*1$3&!
5+/$A$!X$&,%!Y,613H!_Mishpat	Shylock	Le-Or	Hahalakha.`!!
.B!N,3!(,3)+,AH!
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Movies	and	Podcasts		
.)A/,*H!&*)##13D!b,33,*+!N#)3)D+H!%$G34!+,#,!
O3!$G#!*1A,!-1*+!(,/613!N#)DDH!_.)A/,*`!%$G34!+,#,!
!
Recommended	Reading		
()#T$#1,!a)#0,#H!Shakespeare	After	AllH!%$G34!+,#,H!_.)A/,*`!
M$3E!M)33,#H!Prefaces	to	ShakespeareH!%$G34!+,#,H!_.)A/,*`!
.)#$/4!N/$$AH!Hamlet:	Poem	UnlimitedH!%$G34!+,#,!
b,3T1!X$&+13$H!A	Thousand	Times	More	Fair:	What	Shakespeare’s	Plays	teach	us	about	
Justice,	%$G34!+,#,H!_.)A/,*`!!
 
+6789':;<'Meir	Soloveichik	=>698'16?8><69''
Biblical Selections: Genesis, The entire book of Ruth, The book of Samuel on Saul vs. 
David 
Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yevamot, selections 
Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin, selections.   
David Katz, History of the Jews in England, Chapters 1-2 
Jason Rosenblatt, “Hamlet, Henry, Epicoene, and Hebraica: Marriage Questions,” in 
Renaissance England’s Chief Rabbi: John Selden 
A.Haverkamp, Law and Literature, “The Ghost of History: Hamlet and the Politics of 
Paternity” 
Robert Cooper, The American Interest, “Shakespeare’s Politics”  
Robert Bolt, A Man for All Seasons, selections 
Stuart Halpern (ed.), Gleanings: Reflections on Ruth, selected essays.    
Michael Walzer, et. al., The Jewish Political Tradition, et. al. “Authority.”   
J. David Bleich, “Jewish Law and the State’s Authority to Publish Crime.” 
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A&(,&%(-0'-#=#%+'BCD')38<;4>?8E;3'8;'%F2G69H62<6')D'AFI'<624'
%F2G69H62<6J 
'
David Bevington, Shakespeare’s Ideas: More things in Heaven and Earth  
 
A&(,&%(-0'%&*+&.5&$'B:')38<;4>?8E;3'8;'%F2G69H62<6'))D'%F2G69H62<6K9'
1E:6'234'+EL69'
'
Guest Lecture by Shaina Trapedo 
 
Folger Library, Shakespeare Unlimited, “Recounting Shakespeare”, found here 
Folger Library, Shakespeare Unlimited, “London’s Triumph” found here  
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A&(,&%(-0'%&*+&.5&$'MD',;'!N299'O.;342I'%?F64>N6P'
Merchant of Venice, Al Pacino film  
Merchant of Venice, please read the whole play 
'
A&(,&%(-0'%&*+&.5&$'QCD'=>698'16?8><6'RI'%FE32'+<2H64; 
'
Jews in the time of the Merchant of Venice  
 
A&(,&%(-0'%&*+&.5&$'BSD'=>698'16?8><6'RI'.6E<'%;N;T6E?FEG''
'
Additional 
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b,3T1!X$&+13$H!A	Thousand	Times	More	Fair:	What	Shakespeare’s	Plays	teach	us	about	
Justice,	%$G34!


